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Psych 229:
Language Acquisition

Lecture 2
Introduction to Language Acquisition

Continued

Possible objections to
mental grammar

Possible objections to
mental grammar

Possible objections to
mental grammar

The argument for innate knowledge
Suppose we have mental grammars in our heads - how did

they get there?

The argument for innate knowledge
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The argument for innate knowledge The argument for innate knowledge

The argument for innate knowledge A question

Discussion question: What does it mean to have a fixed
grammar, and how does this relate to children’s
mistakes…since they obviously waver around a lot?
(Jennifer)

The argument for innate knowledge The argument for innate knowledge
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The argument for innate knowledge Some objections

Some objections

Additional Discussion:
Domain-general vs. domain-specific?  What’s the deal with
Universal Grammar? (Emily)

Universal Grammar

Poverty of the Stimulus:
We Know More than We See

Lightfoot (1999): examples of PoS

Poverty of the Stimulus:
We Know More than We See
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Possible solution: reliable imitation?
Back to grammars

Grammars & Compositionality
Comparison with Vision (Jackendoff 1994)

Comparison with Vision (Jackendoff 1994) Comparison with Vision (Jackendoff 1994)
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Comparison with Vision (Jackendoff 1994)
Impossible figure: Snakes

Comparison with Vision (Jackendoff 1994)

Comparison with Vision (Jackendoff 1994)
Innate knowledge

Comparison with Vision (Jackendoff 1994)


